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>In 1776, young Sophia Calderwood witnesses the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City,

which is newly occupied by the British army. Sophia is horrified by the event and resolves to do all

she can to help the American cause. Recruited as a spy, she becomes a maid in the home of

General Clinton, the supreme commander of the British forces in America. Through her work she

becomes aware that someone in the American army might be switching sides, and she uncovers a

plot that will grievously damage the Americans if it succeeds. But the identity of the would-be traitor

is so shocking that no one believes her, and so Sophia decides to stop the treacherous plot herself,

at great personal peril: Sheâ€™s young, sheâ€™s a girl, and sheâ€™s running out of time. And if she

fails, sheâ€™s facing an execution of her own. Master storyteller Avi shows exactly how personal

politics can be in this â€œnail-biting thrillerâ€• (>) that is rich in historical detail and rife with action.
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Doesn't that gorgeous cover by Edel Rodriguez make you long to read this? It's the perfect cover for

this story. (I have a "thing" for silhouettes on book covers. I don't know why, but I feel compelled to

buy a book with silhouettes on the cover.)If you have never read one of Avi's books, you really need

to. He writes intelligent historical fiction for young people. He never dumbs down his books, and



obviously works hard to be historically accurate.In this complex, smart story Avi again tackles an

aspect of the American Revolution. He did it once before in "The Fighting Ground", where the

reader is swept along in thirteen-year-old Jonathon's passion to be part of the fighting, and then his

rude awakening to the realities of being a soldier. But this story isn't just a feminine version of "The

Fighting Ground". It's a completely different aspect of the war, written in a different kind of narrative.

The story is broken up into two different time frames. Roughly the first half takes place in 1776 when

Sophia Calderwood is twelve years old. Sophia and her parents fled their home in New York City

when the British invaded. Sophia's adored older brother William joined the American troops fighting

to keep the British out of the city. As the book opens in September of 1776, Sophia and her mother

are returning on foot to New York to try to reclaim what they can of their lives. (For safety, Mr.

Calderwood must return in secret later.) In an apple orchard on the outskirts of New York, they

witness a young man of "dignified bearing" being led by British soldiers to a rope hanging from an

apple tree, and Sophia watches in horror as the ladder is kicked away and the young man (who she

later learns was Nathan Hale) is hanged.
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